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who invaded India during the period of Harsha. This would assign the dramatist to the early 7th century A.D., which seems more probable from the absence of earlier references to him and from the omission of his name in the galaxy of great predecessors mentioned by Bana in his Harsha charita.
The play is unique in several respects. It is the only play in Sanskrit which completely excludes tMe sentiment of love. The main theme deals with political tactics of Chanakya, the famous minister of Chandra-gtepta. After killing the nine Nandas and establishing Chandragupta on the throne, Chanakya feels that the prosperity of Chandragupta can be stable only if Rakshasa, the minister of the late Nandas is separated from his new allies and made to accept the post of the chief minister under Chandragupta. The character of Rakshasa is such that, once he is made to accept the pbst* he will surely prove faithful to his new master. But he has formed an alliance with the Mleccha chief, Malayaketu, in prder to wage war to avenge the death of the Nandas. Chanakya with the help of the inimitable system of spies and his own diplomatic intellect creates a split between Rakshasa and his ally, renders the counterplots of Rakshasa futile and leads him into a situation in which he has no alternative Mt to accept the ministership under Chandragupta. The very complex course of Chanakya's tactics can be Briefly set forth as follows HFirstly a number of trustworthy servants of Chandragupta, banished under the pretext of the king's wrath and the displeasure of